
THE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
February 26, 2020  6:30 PM 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
WELCOME/OPENING WORDS 
 
 
INVOCATION                                                      (unison) 
Merciful God, we remember the former days, and we long 
for them. We have come to seek renewal. Meet us in our 
worship as we seek to align our lives and our community of 
faith with your work in the world. We desire to be shaped 
and transformed into the people you created us to be. Hear 
our prayer, O God. Revive your people. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
 
HYMN      We Have Come into His House     (see insert) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Draw near to God, for God draws near to us. 
People: We come and are aware of our sinfulness. 
Leader: God knows who we are and that we are but dust 

of the earth. 
People: We know that we are mortal, and we come to 

find eternal life. 
Leader: Eternal life is found when we are disciples of Jesus. 
People: We enter into this season of Lent to become 

true disciples of Jesus. 

 
 
HYMN      Change My Heart, O God (v. 1)      (see insert) 
 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                   (unison) 
O righteous Lord and King, as we enter into this season of 
repentance and reflection on the life and death of Jesus, we 
recognize our need for grace. We have not kept faith with you. 
We are distracted by the busyness of life. We are oblivious to 
the hurts and needs around us. We have walked in the ways that 
do not lead to life and have avoided opportunities to do good. 
Forgive us now, O God. Cleanse us. Transform us. Renew us. 
Shape us into people who reflect your character and Gospel in 
word and deed. In the name of Jesus, we bring this confession 
to you. Amen. 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                        Rev. Linda Ruby 
Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; we 
are justified by his grace.  Through faith in Jesus, our sins 
are forgiven. 

 
 
MEDITATION                                          Rev. Linda Ruby 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:                              Joel: 2:12-13 
Even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your 
hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious & merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love. 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING:                                Matthew 6:1-4 
1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have 
no reward from your Father who is in heaven.  “Thus, when 
you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward.   But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing,  so that your giving may be in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Hymn of Preparation                                  (see insert) 

Hallelujah, What a Savior! (v. 1-3) 
 Words of Institution 
 Sharing the Elements Around Each Table 
 Hymn of Thanksgiving                                (see insert) 

Hallelujah, What a Savior! (v. 4-5) 

 
(We are receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

by Intinction this evening.  Please receive a piece of bread 
and dip it into the chalice.) 

 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES/LITANY OF ASHES 
“Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” 

 
(Receiving ashes is optional.) 

 
 

FINAL WORDS 
 
 

BENEDICTION 

 
 
 
 

 


