
THE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
December 29, 2019  10:30 AM 

 

Preparing to Worship 
 
PRELUDE             Sing We Now of Christmas         arr. G. Young 
                                  Unto Us A Boy Is Born             arr. G. Young 
                              O Little Town of Bethlehem         arr. R. Hobby 
 
THREE CHIMES (honoring the Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 
 

Gathering to Worship 
 
WELCOME AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP     Nancy Gelzheiser 
 
INTROIT                 What Can I Give Him?                      D. Cason 

(Solo by Marie Sandridge) 
 
INVOCATION (unison)                                       Nancy Gelzheiser 
This wonderful day, O Lord, is our opportunity to acknowledge 
your loving gift to us in Christ our Savior. Therefore, we come 
humbly and joyfully into your presence to express our 
unrestrained thankfulness and our words of love for the greatest  
gift and blessing we have ever received. With eternal gratitude, 
we pray in your Son’s blessed name.  Amen. 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                  Nancy Gelzheiser 
Leader: It is still Christmas. 
People: Joy is still loose in the world, 
Leader: Love is lodged in hearts, 
People: and peace is still our fervent hope. 
Leader: It is still Christmas. 
People: Though the presents are all unwrapped, 
Leader: The batteries have run down, 
People: And family members have returned home. 
Leader: It is still Christmas. 
People: For God begins anew, 
Leader: Giving us a baby to care for. 

All: And calling us to live with tender compassion, 
gentle care and over-flowing love. 

 
*OPENING CAROL                                                                #123 
                    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vs. 1 & 4) 
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER (unison) 
Holy God, we thank you for Christmas joy — for gifts and family 
gatherings, for renewed friendships and splendid meals. We 
thank you for this community, which lights candles, sings carols 
and puts faith into action. We thank you for hope kindled, peace 
restored and visions of a new world. God of Christmas blessings, 
we thank you.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                       A Manger Medley                 arr. C. Coles 
(Solo by Marie Sandridge) 

 

YOUTH MESSAGE                                              Rev. Linda Ruby 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Hearing The Word 
 
MORNING MESSAGE                                         Rev. Linda Ruby 

 

A Time of Carols and Praise 
 

Scripture                     Psalm 145: 17-19, 21 
Galatians 4: 4-7 

 
 

Psalm 145: 17-19 
17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all 
his works.  18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth.  19 He fulfills the desire of 
those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves 
them. 21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 



Galatians 4: 4-7 
4  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born among us of a woman, born under 
the conditions of the law so that he might redeem those 
of us who have been kidnapped by the law. You can tell 
for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own 
children because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
lives crying out  “Abba! Father!” 7 Doesn't that privilege 
of intimate conversation with God make it plain that you 
are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, 
you're also an heir, with complete access to the 
inheritance. 
 

Responding to The Word 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 
 Organ Anthem              Silent Night                       arr. J. Linker 
 *Doxology                                                                          #606 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

Leaving as Christ’s Servants 
 

*CLOSING HYMN       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         #132 
 
*THE BENEDICTION 
 
*THE CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION                          #748 
   O come, let us adore Him! 
   O come, let us adore Him! 
   O come, let us adore Him! 
   Christ, the Lord! 
 

*CHIMES 
 

*POSTLUDE                       Glory To God!                     J. S. Bach 
 
*You may stand if you are able.  


